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NOTES
THE AMERICAN JUDICATURE SOCIETY
Scope and influence of the American Judicature Society will
be greatly extended during the coming year by reason of the
action of the Board of Governers of the American Bar Association taken at its recent Kansas City meeting in accepting the
offer of the Society to send its Journal to all American Bar Association members in return for payment of a nominal amount by
the Association.
Referring to the resolution which was passed by the Board
of Governors, Mr. Arthur T. Vanderbilt, new president of the
American Bar Association, said at the Kansas City meeting:
".. . For twenty years the American Judicature Society has
been in the forefront of every movement in the country for
improving the administration of justice, and for bettering the
affairs of the Bar.... By arrangements just consummated by
our Board of Governors with the Judicature Society, its Journal
will be furnished without any additional charge to each of our
members for a year. The significance of this arrangement for
the cause of judicial administration cannot be overestimated."
Many members of the bar have little knowledge of the
Society or its history. For this reason, a short statement concerning it is timely.
The American Judicature Society was incorporated in 1913
-at a time when public disapproval of the administration of
justice was especially acute. Bar associations were rallying to
prevent the spread of judicial recall legislation. Aside from this
purely defensive work their interests were limited mainly to
details of procedure. In our long national history up to that
time there had never been an organized, concerted consideration
by the bar of the fundamentals of judicial administration.
The first several years were devoted to investigation, analysis, and constructive study of such essential factors as the
selection and tenure of judges, the organization of courts and
the organization and government of the bar, before making
public proposals. It next prepared a model code of procedural
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rules, subject to judicial regulation. In all this it was assisted
by a Council of about three hundred representative lawyers.
In 1917 the bi-monthly Journal of the Society was started.
On the cover of the first issue this announcement appeared: "The
American Judicature Society exists because of the conviction of
its members that earnest and intensive work will avail to make
the administration of justice in American courts more effective
and more economical. Its work is educational. The Society
cooperates with other agencies active in the field. It invites the
membership of all persons who are interested in the problem."
A score of years later, this still remains an accurate statement of aims and purposes.
The Journal has published proposals and discussions of
judicial administration and has reported experience throughout
the country. Every legislative (odd) year has seen the adoption
-in one state or several-of acts looking toward the unification
of the judiciary, the integration of the bar and other measures
on the Society's program.
In all these progressive steps state bar associations have led
the local movements for legislation. The Society may be considered, then, a medium for the forty-eight state associations of the
bar, focusing thought and experience throughout the entire country upon problems with which all are concerned. It is not too
much to say that virtually all the fundamental measures now in
progress have found their initial proposal and discussion in the
Society's publications.
Chief among these measures may be listed the drive for
efficient organization of the state courts; reliance on judicial
rule-making power for the improvement of procedure; judicial
councils as organs of both bench and bar; methods of selecting
judges which conserve judicial independence; integration of
the profession and many lesser projects.
The Journal has been its chief means of affording this
service. Also through its office the Society has for years supplied material useful to bar committees and members. It has
directly aided to build up professional strength and influence.
In sustaining its work the organization depends chiefly
upon its lawyer members, who pay annual dues of five dollars.
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There are now about fifteen hundred members. The Society
looks to the time when its membership will be five thousand and
will suffice for more extended services. The Journal is sent to
those not members of the Society or of the American Bar Association for twenty cents per year. Sample copies are free.
The Society has been fortunate in having among its officers
many of the outstanding leaders of the American Bar. Its first
president was Ir. Charles Evans Hughes, who resigned when
appointed Chief Justice of the United States, and was succeeded
by the Honorable Newton D. Baker, who is now president. It
has directors in every state. It was for a number of years
encouraged by the support given by former President Taft, by
Mr. Elihu Root, and other eminent members of our profession.
The Society has no fixed creed. It excludes no person. It
offers its Journal at nominal cost to every person who wishes to
receive it, but depends for its financial support upon those of
proved earnestness and conviction who are willing to make this
contribution to the improvement of the administration of justice.
Every step in advance makes it more certain that the bar
must and will lead the way out of the slough of inherited evils
which have embarrassed justice in our country. The American
Judicature Society is dedicated to this high aim.

